CGI - 2012 Statement of Beliefs 

8. SALVATION

Salvation is the means by which God, through Christ, saves man from the penalty of sin and gives him eternal life. This process includes one’s calling, repentance, baptism, justification, receiving of the Holy Spirit, life of faith and obedience, and final birth into God’s Kingdom as a spirit being. Salvation is a freely given gift from God through grace, with our ultimate reward given according to our works.

Matthew 16:27; John 3:16–17; Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8–9; Hebrews 6:1–2

(Mat 16:27 NKJV)  "For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.

(John 3:16-17 NKJV)  "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.   

                                4982. sozo - to save, i.e. deliver or protect -heal, preserve, save (self), do well, be (make) whole.

(Rom 6:23 NKJV)  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

(Eph 2:8-9 NKJV)  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,  not of works, lest anyone should boast.

(Heb 6:1-2 NKJV)  Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.

CGI.org Website Booklets Re: Salvation

· Immortality: God's Gift to the Saints 

· The Assurance of Salvation    

· The Questions & Answers Book 

· The Questions & Answers Book, Volume 2 

· Man's Awesome Destiny    

· What Does the Bible Say About Predestination and Election? 

· Does God Love the World Enough to Save It?

8. SALVATION  - CGI – 1978 Systematic Theology Project

DOCTRINAL STATEMENT

Salvation is the means by which God, through Christ, saves man from the penalty of sin and gives him eternal life. This process includes one's calling, repentance, baptism, justification, receiving of the Holy Spirit, a life of faith and obedience and final birth into God's kingdom as a spirit being. Salvation is a freely given gift from God through grace, with our ultimate reward being according to our works.

DOCTRINAL OVERVIEW

The goal of every Christian is to be saved from the death penalty of sin through the sacrifice of Christ and to receive the gift of eternal life in God's family and kingdom. This goal and the process by which it is attained is called salvation. It is the ultimate purpose of life and the explicit reason why mankind was created. 

God created man in His image and after His likeness. But the creation process will not be complete until mankind is perfected spiritually—has perfect godly character created in him—and actually enters the God family. God initiates this process by "calling" a person—opening his mind to understand, grasp and be convicted by the truth of the Bible. It is impossible for anyone to come to Christ unless the Father calls him (Jn. 6:44), and God's calling "depends not upon man's will or exertion, but upon God's mercy" (Rom. 9:16).

(John 6:44 NKJV) "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day.

(Rom 9:16 NKJV)  So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy.

If one responds to the realization of God's truth by believing it, committing oneself to it and by acting upon it, God will then grant him the miracle of true repentance (Rom. 2:4). Repentance is the state of mind which an individual attains through seeing and acknowledging his past sinful way of life, and by recognizing that he has broken God's laws (Rom. 3:23; I Jn. 3:4) and resolving to do so no longer. Repentance, Includes both a deep ("godly") sorrow over past wrongs (II Cor. 7:10) and a steadfast determination to change the whole direction of one's life from disobedience to obedience of God. It is accompanied by a profound realization of the need for forgiveness and the help and strength of God to change.

(Rom 2:4 NKJV)  Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance?

(Rom 3:23 NKJV)  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

(1 John 3:4 KJV)  Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.

(2 Cor 7:10 NKJV)  For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death.

Once a person has repented and professed a sincere faith in the person, message and sacrifice of Christ, he may be baptized by immersion for the forgiveness of sins. This baptism is a type of Christ's death, burial and resurrection, which is our means of reconciliation to God (Rom. 5:10) since He paid the death penalty for our sins. Baptism symbolizes the death and burial of one's old sinful way of life and the beginning of a totally new spirit-led life of obedience and submission to God. After baptism the new convert receives the Holy Spirit through the laying-on-of-hands ceremony performed in accordance with the commands and examples of the apostles (Acts 8:12-17; 19:5-6).

(Rom 5:10 NKJV)  For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

(Acts 8:12-17 NKJV)  But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.  Then Simon himself also believed; and when he was baptized he continued with Philip, and was amazed, seeing the miracles and signs which were done.  Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them, who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.  For as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

(Acts 19:5-6 NKJV)  When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied.

God's Spirit is an absolute necessity for the spiritual creation process of salvation as it serves many functions. It begets one as the son of God; it strengthens him to face trials and tests, to overcome problems and to build godly character, and it converts and changes the person's whole direction of mind from being carnal to being spiritual (Rom. 8). As such, the Holy Spirit is the seed of eternal life within us which at the resurrection will overtake our mortality with immortality and clothe us with eternal life (Rom. 8: 11; II Cor. 5:1-5). It is the guarantee to a Christian of eternal life which can only be negated by willful neglect or deliberate rejection.

(Rom 8:11 NKJV)  But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.

(2 Cor 5:15 NKJV)  For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.  For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked.  For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.

The sacrifice of Jesus Christ is clearly the focal point of the salvation process. He was "put to death for our trespasses and raised for our justification" (Rom. 4:25). We "were reconciled to God by the death of His Son" (Rom. 5:10) and are thereby justified through faith in that reality (Rom. 5:1). Yet salvation must go beyond justifying the past, it must continue into the future throughout one's life. The true Christian is admonished to "Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 2:5). Indeed, the active participation of Jesus Christ in one's life through His Holy Spirit is absolutely essential for ultimate salvation. As Romans 5:10 concludes "much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life."

(Rom 4:25 NKJV)  who was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification.

(Rom 5:10 NKJV)  For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

(Rom 5:1 NKJV)  Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

(Phil 2:5 NKJV)  Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,

This whole salvation process is by "grace" (Greek "favor"—Eph. 2:8)—It is unmerited and freely given by God and cannot in any way be earned. The Christian totally depends upon God's grace, initially for the forgiveness of sins he may commit subsequent to baptism. Nevertheless, the individual must meet certain criteria in order to be given this free gift.

(Eph 2:8 NKJV)  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,

5485. charis -graciousness (as gratifying), of manner or act (abstr. or concr.; lit., fig. or spiritual; espec. the divine influence upon the heart, and its reflection in the life; including gratitude):--acceptable, benefit, favour, gift, grace (-ious), joy liberality, pleasure, thank (-s, -worthy).

First, the person must live by and grow in faith—a total and real conviction. One must have faith that God exists; faith that He will perform all of His biblical promises including that of granting him salvation (Rom. 4); faith that the death of Jesus Christ will pay the penalty for one's sins and reconcile him to God; and faith that the resurrection of the living Jesus Christ will enable him to attain eternal life. 

Furthermore, a Christian must not be disobedient, since continual sin that is not repented of disqualifies one from God's kingdom. (I Cor. 6:9-11). Salvation is surely not earned by obedience, because salvation can in no way be earned (cf Rom. 4:4). Nevertheless, Christ's response to one who asked Him what must be done in order to be saved was that the commandments must be kept (Mt. 19:17). Furthermore, Christ told His disciples that at the resurrection He shall "reward every man according to his works" (Mt. 16:27; Rev. 22:12).

(1 Cor 6:9-11 NKJV)  Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.  And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.

(Rom 4:4 NKJV)  Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt.

(Mat 19:17 NKJV)  So He said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. But if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments."

(Mat 16:27 NKJV)  "For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.

(Rev 22:12 NKJV)  "And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work.

The parable of the talents in Matthew 25 also illustrates why obedience and good works are necessary. Although salvation itself is a totally freely given gift (and hence is "by grace"), our individual responsibilities within God's family and kingdom shall vary according to the way we have lived our lives since baptism. The parable of the talents in Matthew 25 shows plainly that we will receive responsibilities in direct proportion to the way we have conducted our lives.

Today, God is calling a relative few, but now is not the only day of salvation. Every human being who has ever lived shall have an opportunity for the greatest free gift that could ever be imagined. God wants all mankind to receive the opportunity for salvation (I Tim. 2:4) and is "not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance" (II Pet. 3:9). To this end God is infinitely patient and has apportioned a time for all human beings from all times to be called to Him and to the ultimate gift of eternal life in the family of God.

(1 Tim 2:4 NKJV)  who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

(2 Pet 3:9 NKJV)  The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

In summary, salvation is by grace, through faith, not earned by obedience but dependent upon obedience, with the degree of our ultimate reward being according to our works. This salvation process is thus one which entails our continuance in God's way and necessitates our endurance to the end (Mt. 10:22; 24:13). Only when that process is complete and we have been born as spirit beings into the family of God shall salvation have been completely and totally achieved. 

(Mat 10:22 NKJV)  "And you will be hated by all for My name's sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved.

(Mat 24:13 NKJV)  "But he who endures to the end shall be saved.

Soteriology - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soteriology
Other views of Salvation:   (So we can understand what others might think)
· Buddhism is devoted primarily to liberation from suffering, ignorance and rebirth. The purpose of one's life is to break free from the Wheel of Life in order to achieve "release" from the cycle of birth-and-pain-and-death and achieve nirvana. All types of Buddhism tend to emphasize an individual's meditation and "liberation" via becoming enlightened.  In Nirvana is the ultimate realization that 'Afterlife' is not important, and because of this all fear ends.
· Epicureanism is primarily concerned with temperance and simple life as a means to the absence of pain or freedom from anxiety.  

· Stoicism is concerned with the cultivation of virtues such as fortitude and detachment to improve spiritual well-being.

· Falun Dafa - salvation refers to cultivation practice, or a process of giving up human attachments and assimilating to the the fundamental characteristic of the universe, Truthfulness-Compassion-Forbearance

· Hinduism -  individual salvation is not, as is often incorrectly alleged, pursued to the neglect of collective well-being. The principle on which the Vedic religion is founded,is that a man must not live for himself alone but serve all mankind." Hinduism, which teaches that we are caught in a cycle of death and rebirth devoted to the attainment of transcendent liberation & closeness to Brahman.

· Islam - Islamic soteriology focuses on how humans can repent of and atone for their sins so as not to occupy a state of loss. In Islam, it is believed that everyone is responsible for his own action. They believe that God is fair and just and thus they should not be held responsible or punished for a sin that they did not commit.  In Islam, for one to repent, s/he has to admit to their Lord that they have sinned, feel regret for the sin, be willing not to do the same sin again and finally to ask for repentance. S/he does not need to go to speak to someone to deserve the repentance, simply during the prayer or anytime, s/he speaks to her/his God (prays) asking his forgiveness.  Muslims believe that God is merciful and thus we want them to continuously repent so that he forgives their sins.  Allah forgives all sins. Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving.  Muhammad said "By Allah (God), I seek the forgiveness of Allaah and I turn to Him in repentance more than seventy times each day."

· Jainism - Moka in Jainism means liberation, salvation or emancipation of soul. It is a blissful state of existence of a soul, completely free from the karmic bondage, free from the cycle of birth and death. A liberated soul is said to have attained its true and pristine nature of infinite bliss, infinite knowledge and infinite perception. It is the highest and the noblest objective that a soul should strive to achieve. In fact, it is the only objective that a person should have.

· Sikhism - advocates the pursuit of salvation through disciplined, personal meditation on the name and message of God, meant to bring one into union with God. But a person's state of mind has to be detached from this world, with the understanding that this world is a temporary abode and their soul has to remain untouched by pain, pleasure, greed, emotional attachment, praise, slander and above all, egotistical pride. Thus their thoughts and deeds become "pure" and they merge with God or attain "Union with God", just as a drop of water falling from the skies merges with the ocean.

· Mystery religions - salvation was less worldly and communal, and more a mystical belief concerned with the continued survival of the individual soul after death.  Some savior gods associated with this theme are dying and regenerating gods, often associated with the seasonal cycle, such as Osiris, Tammus, Adonis, and Dionysos. 

· Shinto and Tenrikyo - similarly emphasize working for a good life by cultivating virtue or virtuous behavior

· Jewish denominations emphasize prayer and morality in *this* life over concern with the afterlife.

(Acts 4:11 NKJV)  "This (Jesus) is the 'stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.  Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved."

Models of Salvation

1. Legal or Judicial Model of Salvation -The judicial model imagines salvation to be comparable to a legal procedure (eg Paul in Romans)

1. God is likened to a cosmic lawgiver, who has given his Laws for people to follow (all people, not just Jews). 

2. God is also the judge who enacts punishment for the violation of his laws; unfortunately, everyone has broken them, in one way or another (i.e., they’ve committed acts of transgression, or sins, against God’s Law). 

3. As a result, everyone falls under the judgment of the court, and the penalty for breaking God’s Laws is death. 

4. But according to this model, Christ is one who does not deserve death, because he has not violated any of God’s Laws. Christ’s death, then, is not to pay a penalty that he owes but to pay the penalty for others. 

5. God shows that he accepts the payment of this penalty by raising Jesus from the dead. 

6. Humans can avail themselves of this payment of their debt simply by trusting that God will find Christ’s death adequate; the only alternative is to pay the penalty themselves. 

7. Those who trustingly accept Christ’s death as a payment for their sins (i.e., who have “faith” in Christ’s death) are treated as if they are “not guilty” by the court (even though, in fact, they’re completely guilty); that is, they are “justified” (put into a right standing with God).
2. “Participationist” view of salvation – 

Consider, for example, what Paul says in Romans about “sin.” Clearly, for Paul “sin” is more than an act of disobedience to God. Sin is in the world (5:13); sin rules people (5:21); people can serve sin (6:6); people can be enslaved to sin (6:17); people can die to sin (6:11); and people can be freed from sin (6:18).

1. In this model, sin is a cosmic power that enslaves people. 

2. Everyone is enslaved to this power, and no one can escape. 

3. Christ, though, escaped this power. Evidence is provided by the resurrection. Because Christ defeated the power of death, he must also have defeated the power of sin. 

4. People can escape the power of sin by participating in Christ’s victory, via being united with Christ in his death. 

5. This happens when a person is baptized. Therefore, those who have been baptized into Christ have escaped the nefarious powers of sin and death and are freed for eternal life.

Compare and contrast these two conceptual models of salvation used by Paul (i.e., judicial and participationist). 

A. In one, sin is an act of disobedience; in the other, it is an evil cosmic power. 

B. In one, the human problem is the penalty of death that comes through violation of God’s Law; in the other, the problem is enslavement to an alien power. 

C. In one, the divine solution is for Christ to pay the penalty that humans owe; in the other, the solution is for Christ to break the enslaving power of death to bring liberation. 

D. In one, salvation comes by means of a trusting acceptance that Christ’s death has paid the penalty; in the other, it comes by participating in Christ’s victory by being united with him in baptism. 

E. Paul did not see these models as being at odds with one another. 

1. He never explicitly lays out his models or explains their similarities or differences. 

2. Rather, the models are presupposed throughout the letter and Paul’s other writings. 

F. The models appear to interact closely with one another in Paul’s mind. 

1. Why is everyone guilty before God? Because they have all sinned through acts of transgression (the judicial model; 3:23). 

2. Why has everyone sinned? Because all are under the alien power of sin (the participationist model; 3:9). 

3. Why is everyone under the alien power of sin? Because the first man, Adam, committed an act of disobedience (judicial model) that allowed the power of sin to enter the world (participationist model; 5:12). And so on.
3. Moral Model of Salvation - concerned with the judgment of the goodness or badness of human action and character

4. Salvation as reward - Reward : the view in RC moral theology that final salvation comes as a result of a believer’s cooperation with God’s grace, doing good works that accrue as merit before God.  Roman order of salvation is as follows: 

When sufficient grace is infused, and it is not resisted but co-operated, it prepares justification through seven elements of work, i.e.

· assent to the truth taught by the Church, 

· insight into one’s sinful condition, 

· hope in the mercy of God,

· the beginning of love to God, 

· an abhorrence of sin, 

· a resolution to obey the commandments of God, and 

· a desire for baptism. 

When this sevenfold preparation is completed by baptism, justification happens. It is preserved by obeying the commandments and by doing good works, and then finally everlasting life.

5. Eastern Orthodox understanding of Salvation - Eastern theology holds that deification (Theosis) is the goal of all Christians, not just the saints.  The image of God (Gen 1:26) has been seen as moral capacity, rationality, spirituality, relationship, sonship, and even as form.  The Image of God makes man as unique & qualitatively superior to the rest of the created order.  The Fall may have distorted the image, but man is repeatedly referred to having the image of God , implying a continuing dignity despite the fallen condition.  In the Hebrew text of Gen 1-2, the terms image and likeness are used as interchangable synonyms and intensify the concept of man’s likeness to God.

6. Calvinists - insist the unconditional salvation of the elect and the perseverance of all the regenerated without exception. 

7. Lutherans  - assert that the grace of God can be always resisted and faith can be lost any time but regained again.

8. Salvation as wholeness - Comprehensive term for the activity of God in delivering human beings from their sinful condition & giving them righteousness and fellowship with him as a gift, based upon the Atonement of Christ / The condition of being whole or complete.  In theology, salvation is seen as a therapeutic process of being progressively restored to spiritual health / wholeness from the sickness of sin.

9. Personal Dimension of Salvation - (Phil 2:12-13 NKJV)  Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.  
(Ezek 14:19-20 NKJV)  "Or if I send a pestilence into that land and pour out My fury on it in blood, and cut off from it man and beast, even though Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, as I live," says the Lord GOD, "they would deliver neither son nor daughter; they would deliver only themselves by their righteousness."

Biblical views of Salvation

· In the Old Testament, salvation is generally understood as a political, economic or physical deliverance from the oppression of enemy and depression of poverty, while its spiritual and moral aspects are continually reminded as the basis of those deliverances. By sending deliverers, God saves His people from danger and oppression. The Exodus is the most significant experience of salvation in the Old Testament and shaped the Jewish idea of salvation. However, the human agents are imperfect and fail to achieve the eternal salvation of Israel. So, the messianic salvation is promised with the coming of God Himself for the perfect and eternal deliverance as the Suffering Servant.


· In the New Testament, salvation is described in various concepts like new birth, new creation, new and eternal life, liberation and freedom, reconciliation and peace, love and faith, gift of grace, knowledge of truth, homecoming, adoption and inheritance, healing and restoration, washing and forgiveness of sins, justification and sanctification etc. And, Jesus Christ is the only Savior, therefore no other name(Acts 4.12), and His salvation is applied by the Holy Spirit. It is both free and costly, by faith and work, individual and common. To be saved, baptism is required: “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.”(Mk 16.16)


· Salvation is a long process to be completed like the Exodus, rather than a momentary event. It has three temporal aspects, past, present, and future,. So, we can say that a believer “is saved, is being saved, and will be saved (Eph 2.8, 1Cor 1.18, Mt 10.22, Rom 5.9-10, 8.24) … Even the elect are warned to make their calling and election sure (2Pet 1.10) and to work out their salvation with fear and trembling (Phil 2.13).”
