The Power of Vision

0 - Video (with Joel Barker)

        Vision = Positive Goals + Action toward goals

1 – First impressions … What does the Bible say about Vision?  Is God a Visionary?

        A - (Prov 29:18 KJV)  Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.

        B - (James 2:15-16 NKJV)  If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of you says to them, "Depart in peace, be warmed and filled," but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?

        C- (Heb 11:13-16 NIV)  All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth.   People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own.

If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return.   Instead, they were longing for a better country--a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.

       D - (Mat 6:33 NKJV)  "But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.

2 -  Three Authors comments on Vision

        A – Fred Polak – Nations that achieve start with a positive vision of their future (Greece, Rome, US)

            - Dreams + Action needed to succeed

            - (James 2:17 KJV)  Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.

        B – Benjamin Singer – Most students feel powerless about the future – short term focus – “Fate” will decide

            - The key differentiator to determine success … A positive Vision

            - Eugene Lang speaking to the grade 6 class in Harlem – “I have a dream”, Education is key to your future

                 - Free college scholarship to EVERYONE who passes high school

                 - He knew money was not enough – he also provided other support – a “Pathway to the Promise”

                 - God doesn’t just offer us “eternal life” after we live our 70 years on earth, and “hope we are faithful”

               (Lev 23:1-2 NKJV)  And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, "Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: 'The feasts of the LORD, which you shall proclaim to be holy convocations, these are My feasts.

       C – Viktor Frankl – Man’s Search for Meaning – The “essential trait” in those that survived the Holocaust …

                 Those who made it through had something significant yet to do in their future

             - Do you have “something significant” you are working towards?  Would you survive a Holocaust?

(Eccl 3:12-13 NKJV)  I know that nothing is better for them than to rejoice, and to do good in their lives,  and also that every man should eat and drink and enjoy the good of all his labor; it is the gift of God.

(Phil 1:21-25 NKJV)  For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot tell.  For I am hard pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better.  Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you.   And being confident of this, I know that I shall remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy of faith

(1 Cor 9:22 NKJV)  to the weak I became as weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.

3- The River  - Best way to cross the river is to have a vision of the Future & it will (reach back like a rope) to be a beacon of the goal & something to hold onto during challenges 

(1 Cor 9:24-27 NKJV)  Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it.   And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown.   Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air.   But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.

(1 Cor 2:9 NKJV)  But as it is written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love Him."

4 – The Key Ingredients of Vision
         1- Developed by Leaders 

                  – Christ is the founder & Leader of the Church of God

(Mat 16:18 NKJV)  "And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

                  - We look to the ministry to also set goals, assess opportunities & set direction 

www.cgi.org  Our mission is to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the world (Matthew 28:19). 

We are blessed with four basic tools to accomplish this:

•Personal and local church evangelism.

•Television and radio broadcasting.

•Booklets, brochures, and study tapes.

•The Internet.

      2- Shared & Supported

            - In most cases we were called to a knowledge of the Truth by these tools of evangelism so we are eager to support these initiatives & help others to come to the truth 

      3- Comprehensive & detailed

            - Everyone knows how they contribute   … HOW?, & WHY? & WHEN? & WHAT?

      4- Positive & Inspiring

            - The Church of God offers the world God’s Answers to big questions of life, & a way of life (with God’s Law) that offers the best opportunities for joy & fulfillment – and avoiding the consequences of bad choices

              (Psa 119:97-98 NKJV)  Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day.  You, through Your commandments, make me wiser than my enemies; For they are ever with me.

              (Rom 16:25-26 NKJV)  Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world began  but now has been made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures has been made known to all nations, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith;

5- Values … Measure the “rightness” of our direction.  Vision determines our direction

(Phil 4:8-9 NKJV)  Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy; meditate on these things.  The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.

6- The Star-Thrower  - Makes a difference to “that one”  

                                   - Chooses not to be an observer in the universe, but to act & make a difference

7.                          Vision without action is merely a dream

                             Action without vision just passes the time

                             Vision with action can change the world

(Jer 31:34 NKJV)  "No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more."

