Old Testament Sacrifices Demonstrate 
God’s Justice & His Love

Introduction

Hebrews 1:1

God revealed himself in the Old Testament through the prophets- Moses, the prophet who received most was Moses and he wrote it down.

Hebrews 1:2

The Word revealed in the Old Testament is the same Word but it deals with the physical side of things. Christ revealed the spiritual side. 

Hebrews 1:3

An important part of Christ’s ministry was the purging of sins. The system (of sacrifices) given to Moses was the Old Testament means of purging sins.

Hebrews 2:1-3
The Word given in the Old Testament was steadfast. We are held more responsible for the knowledge we have.

2 Timothy 3:16
Our purpose is to be instructed, guided and corrected by Scripture.

Hebrews 8:5

The Priesthood and the sacrifices were copies of things that have spiritual applications and meaning. Moses made the Tabernacle according to God’s divine instructions. They were not his own ideas. Moses was given precise instructions.

Hebrews 9:9-11
The ritualistic part of the law was imposed (in force) till Christ came and qualified to be our High Priest. They were not done away with. They were modified from the physical to the spiritual. 

Why should we make a distinction between the rituals and the other laws e.g. the Sabbath, the Holy Days and clean and unclean meats?  We need to know when these things were imposed (given) so we know which laws were reformed.

John 4:24

We must worship God in spirit and in truth. 

So we ask the question: WHEN DID THE SACRIFICIAL SYSTEM START?

Jeremiah 7:21-22-23
The sacrificial system did not start when Israel first came out of Egypt. It was nearly a year later before the sacrificial system was (implemented).

God commanded Israel how to obey His voice and serve Him.

Colossians 2:16
These things are still in force. These have not been reformed. They represent things still yet to come. There is still a purpose behind these things.

Jeremiah 7:24-27
Israel did not obey God’s law.
 The sacrificial system started on the 1st Day of Nisan in the Second Year after the Exodus. 

Moses asked for Israel’s release from Egypt in order to give a sacrifice to God,

Exodus 40:1,17: This is when the sacrificial system actually started

Exodus 40:12-15: Here is the setting of the Priesthood at the start of the 2nd year

Jeremiah 17:2:  God stopped just anyone from sacrificing animals (as had been done by heads of families in the past). It had to be the Priests who alone could make the sacrifices which had to be done at the Tabernacle (not at the home as in the past).

Deut. 16:3

Offerings and worship were formalized.

 It was necessary to worship God in the right way and in the right place (God’s instructions). Here God began to work with His Church in the wilderness- (the people of Israel).   Everything was formalized and had to be followed precisely People had no choice as to the form of sacrifice ONLY WHETHER TO OBEY OR NOT

A Priesthood had to be established before the formal sacrificial system of worship could begin. 

Exodus 15:25: Keeping of God’s commandments, Statutes and Laws  These laws were in effect before the Sacrificial System was instituted. This is clear from the chronology of Exodus. We come to understand God’s laws, the Sabbath and the Holy Days before we come to know about the Formal System of Worship  at Church. The formal worship splits into three:

1. The Tabernacle

2. The Priesthood

3. The Sacrificial System

SACRIFICES

The sacrifices were symbolic- pointing to a future reality. They also emphasized to the Israelites the need for a substitute for sin that covers all the sacrifices for atonement, redemption –various punishments and forgiveness. Substitution is the sacrificial term for atonement which means covering or taking the place of a person as shown in Psalm 32:1-2.

In a sense, sacrifices go all the way back to Adam and Eve- where God killed animals to provide clothes for them after they had sinned and were ashamed.  The Patriarchs offered sacrifices on a voluntary basis. It was not an organized system of sacrifices as was set up in the wilderness.  Genesis 22:1-13 is a Pre-figure of the Passover. The first sacrifice for Israel was the Passover lamb sacrificed in Egypt. There was one sacrifice that was never repeated when Israel entered into a covenant with God just before God gave the 10 Commandments to Moses.  Ex 24:4-8

The sacrificial system derives from this event. God entered into a covenant relationship with Israel. Israel was set up as an example to other nations. Ex. 19:6; Deut 4:5-8. This parallels our calling precisely. We are a spiritual nation. 1 Peter 2:9.

So the sacrifices were either of communion with God such as the burnt offering and the peace offering or else intended to restore the communion with God when it had been broken through sin or trespass. Hence the sin and trespass offering. Every service and worshipper had to be purified by blood. The offerings can be divided between those without blood and those with blood. The former included besides the meat (food) and drink offering, the first sheaf of unleavened bread , the two loaves at Pentecost and the Shewbread.

The requirements of sacrifices were:

a. they were of products or animals specified which were oxen, sheep goats, turtledoves and pigeons

b. they were to be prepared in a particular manner.  The sacrifices had to be of such things as had belonged to the offerer. The offerer had to lay his hands on the sacrifice and confess his sins.

c. They were offered at a specific place;

d. They were presented by specific people. The person making the offering had to be present as well as the priest.

All non-bloody sacrifices had to be without leaven or honey (the latter because of its tendency to ferment). Salt representing in corruption was to be added to all sacrifices. Young pigeons were offered as substitutes for other sacrifices when the people were too poor to give more. The Pascal lamb, the trespass offering, the burnt offering and all public sacrifices had to be made with a confession of sin and prayer and the laying on of hands.

THE OFFERINGS:

1. The Burnt Offering:  The Hebrew word means arising or ascending. 
Only male animals were used. It symbolized total surrender to God of the individual or nation. This is the sacrifice that is referred to in Romans 12:1

This was the only sacrifice a non-Israelite could bring. Burnt Offerings were the most numerous. They were the evening and the morning sacrifices symbolic of the total sacrifice of Christ. His body was beaten. The blood from the offering was thrown at the foot of the altar. The skins of the animals belonged to the Priests. 

2. The Meat or rather Meal Offering  Lev. 2:9-10

Grain or meal was the main part of people’s diets. It had to be grain after being worked by man. It cost the person his time and substance. It is symbolic of a person’s commitment to God. The offerings we give should cost us. Luke 21:2-3.

It was a free will offering, a thank offering for what God had done. There was meal, olive oil frankincense. The flour pictured Christ’s purity, the olive oil pictured the Holy Spirit and the frankincense pictured a perfume acceptable to God.  Acts 10:4
Our prayers are a sweet savour to God. Rev 5:8.  
The unleavened cake was baked in a pan and then broken as they did at the Passover. The Priest kept the bulk of this offering having burnt all the frankincense and some oil and flour. No leaven or honey was allowed and salt was added as a symbol of purity and permanence- a permanent reminder of the Covenant between God and Israel. We are the salt of the earth making the earth acceptable to God. Matt 5:13. Everything they did was to preserve their special relationship with God. 

Lev 2:12 The first fruits were a type of meal offering but they were not burnt.

3. The Peace Offering

Shalom means peace. It can also mean “well being”, harmony, completeness or fellowship. It was an act of thanksgiving and praise to God. Gal 9:6 

Christ was called Prince of Peace. 

Ephesians 2:14 Christ is the peace offering is pictured as making peace between God and humans. Only the fatty or tissue round the vital organs was offered to God. The vital portions were offered to God. Part of the animal went to the Priest, the rest to the offerer. They ate it together the same day. The Peace Offering was a meal taken by God, the Priest and the offerer to bring them together showing a close relationship with God. We have to maintain communication with God. 

Rev 3:20: God expects us to eat and dine with him spiritually on a regular basis. The Peace Offering was offered publicly on the day of Pentecost.

4. The Sin or Purification Offering Leviticus 4

This is the first of the two offerings concerning the removal of the barriers between God and man. This deals with the sin of your nature. This was not a voluntary sacrifice. It relates to unintended sins.  There is no atonement for deliberate sins. The word for sin here is “hebib hata” meaning to miss the mark i.e. missing the real objective of existence. We are to become holy as God is holy.  Unintentional means through weakness or frailty. (New King James) We have intent but we don’t deliberately snub God. It is because of weakness. Paul sums this situation up in Romans 7:18-23.  We have to repent of our sin for our relationship with God to be restored.

These offerings were given for the High Priest, the Priest,  a ruler of the nation as a whole (on the Day of Atonement) and individuals.

The level of offering was determined by the person’s status and wealth from a bull down to two pounds of flour if the person could not offer an animal.

The blood used was to touch the place of God’s presence,  to touch the veil in the Temple that hid God from view,  to touch the Altar of Burnt Offerings sending the sacrifice to God, and to touch the Altar of Incense that rose to the nostrils of God. We go to the throne of God in repentance.  

Notice that the sin was only COVERED not forgiven nor removed. 

Hebrews 10:1-3

The Sin Offering was without blemish. It was not flayed nor cut in pieces.  It was burnt outside the camp. 

So Christ became a Sin Offering for us.    2 Corinthians 5:21. 

Isaiah 53:12  Jesus’ blood was poured out  as was the blood of the Sin Offering at the base of the Altar.

5. The Trespass Offering   Leviticus 5

The Trespass Offering dealt with specific sins. This offering was provided for certain transgressions. 

For example

1. a person who hears an oath and does not mention it. We don’t take oaths today but we should be faithful and true witnesses.  It is covered by one of the Ten Commandments Ex 20:16

2. a person who touches unclean things: James 1:27 We are to keep ourselves unspotted from the world. 

3. We are not to be careless or do things accidently. We are to keep our promises. Ignorance is no excuse to God. 

4. We have to respect God and things He requires of us. In some cases, a fine of 20% was applied. 

Christ’s blood meets all of our transgressions.  Remember that a sin against a person is also a sin against God.  

Psalms 51:4, 2 Sam 12:1-2; 13

Leviticus 6:1-7: When a person lost something through deception or thieving, he or she was required to repay the principle plus 20%.  Then forgiveness was offered.   1 John 1:9: We have to confess our sins first to be forgiven. 

CONCLUSION:

I have given the sacrifices in the order in which they are laid out in the book of Leviticus.  The correct order is as follows:   Leviticus 9:8-22

1. The Sin & Trespass Offering: cleansing from sin

2. The Burnt Offering: A total commitment and surrender to God- obedience. The surrender of one’s life to God.

3. The Meal Offering:  A gift from the person to God.  A surrender of one’s labour to God. 

4. The Peace Offering: Communion with God.

What do we need to understand from the sacrificial system?

1. It helps us to understand the sacrifice of Jesus Christ in all its aspects.  The sacrifices all point to Jesus Christ. 

2. We realize that God is pure and holy by nature.  John 4:23-24 We must worship God in Spirit and in Truth. 

3. We need to understand deeply the degree of seriousness that God attaches to sin.  God requires us to be holy. Ephesians 1:4.  God does not compromise with sin.  The penalty of sin is suspended if we repent. 

4. Sin is an affront to God’s nature.  He cannot look on sin with equanimity or complacency.  He had to turn away from His only Son, Jesus Christ on the cross. Matthew 27:46.  Hebrews 1:13  God cannot look on wickedness. 

5. God hates sin but loves the sinner.  Sin cuts us off from God. God has provided a mediator for the sinner. 

6. Only sins accompanied by confession and repentance are forgiven.  Deliberate, willful  sin brought no forgiveness. 

7. Sin could only be forgiven after a price had been paid as illustrated by the sacrificial system and the requirement for Jesus’ death on the cross.

8. Only when an offering had been offered in an appropriate manner  (according to God’s Word through those in authority with a genuine penitent attitude can the sin be forgiven. 

9. If we follow God’s way, we will receive mercy and forgiveness from God.  1 John 1:7. And we will be restored to a right relationship with God. Romans 8:14-17.

FINAL WORDS OF EXHORTATION

The sacrifices of the OT point us toward Jesus Christ. 
They demonstrate the justice and the love of God in action. 
God cannot tolerate sin and justice must be served. 
For God (the Father) so loved the world that He gave HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON- that is Jesus Christ. 
God the Father’s SACRIFICE and Jesus His Son’s SACRIFICE of his physical life demonstrate the great love of God.

I hope and pray as we prepare for Passover, that the sacrifices of the Old Testament may inspire us all to appreciate the sacrifice of God the Father and His Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ more fully    AND to  experience the love of God more deeply.  

The beautiful hymn “The Love of God is Greater Far”  says it so well. 
Pierre, Doreena & Margaret are going to play and sing this hymn. The words will be on screen so we can appreciate them more fully.
