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Introduction:

Nostradamus is a famous example of a clairvoyant who in the 16th Century wrote poems foretelling the future. 

He published a series of prophecies in the form of four sentence poems called Quatrains.  He was admired by Catherine Medici wife of King Henry 11 of France.  Nostradamus claimed to base his prophecies on astrology, the Bible and Ancient Roman literature.  Many of his prophecies deal with disasters and calamities which in hindsight  have been linked to his prophecies. Nostradamus’ prophecies are generally vague with obscure allusions. They had to be translated from Old French which was not always done accurately.  

Every January you get the astrologists’ predictions for the coming year and of course every newspaper carries a daily horoscope!

Deut. 18:10
We are specifically warned about these practices- we are not to have anything to do with them. Leviticus 19:26.

In the Old Testament, there were false prophets. God said that these false prophets spoke lies to the King and to the people. Jeremiah 14:14-16

Isaiah 8:19-20                        What is the test of true prophets? Do they speak according to God’s law? That is the proof of truth. 

1. WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE PROPHET OF GOD? 

The prophets were called by God sometimes at a very early age.   Jeremiah 1:19.

Amos 3:7 God says he reveals His plans to the prophets. 

The psychics present us with a fixed future that is coming and that we can do nothing about.  Is the future fixed in stone? 

If it is,  then why would God reveal it to us?      What is the point?   Why change if it makes no difference? Are we helpless in the face of events? Is this supported in the Bible?

How can God foretell the future? Does he go into the future, find out what happens and come back and tells us. 

Is history written in advance?

2. THE BIBLE PRESENTS A DIFFERENT PICTURE:

Take for example the case of JONAH.  Jonah 3:1-10.   

Jonah warned the people of Nineveh about God’s coming judgement and they repented. God then changed his mind and  did not bring the punishment on those people. 

Note Jonah’s reaction to this outcome.    Jonah 4:1-2: 

He knew that God might change his mind.  This points to prophecy in many instances being conditional. I should point out that Assyria was judged and destroyed later on.  Isaiah 10:5-17.  

3. THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT ALL PROPHECY IS CONDITIONAL

For example the first and second comings of Jesus Christ will happen. What is not fixed is the timing of His return. Only God the Father will decide that.  Matthew 24:36

Consider what Jeremiah says: Jeremiah 18:1-11: God is sovereign and this means he can change his mind if people respond and change. It depends on the actions of the people. 

EXAMPLES: 

We have three examples: Abraham  in  Genesis 19:17-21; 23-32.  

As well as Moses in Exodus 32:9-14. 

King Josiah in 2 Chronicles 34:20-28: God delayed the captivity of Judah until after the king’s death.

What God wants is for people to change. The future is being written by the decisions people make. God can act in history when he chooses and he knows what people are likely to do. God can change history in advance.             Genesis 15:13-16 God does have a plan. 

Isaiah 41:21-24   God challenges those who claim to foretell the future to produce their evidence. The future is tied to what has happened in the past and what is happening now. 

It is God who can say what will happen whether good or evil. Prophesy is not about when and where but about who and why. The who are God and human beings. The why is whether people follow God’s Way or not. 

Jeremiah 7:25-26   God sent prophets to ancient Israel almost from the exodus onwards. He did not send prophets with good news but with warnings of the consequences of their actions. 

Christ pointed out in Luke 17:7-10: God expected his people to keep his commands. That was their duty so he didn’t praise them for doing that.

Jeremiah 2:19: Generally punishment comes from our own wickedness.

Jeremiah 5:23-25: Sins take the blessings away.

Jeremiah 5:26-29: God will punish a nation for sins irrespective of which nation it is.

Jeremiah 9:8-9  God punishes people for lying. Deceitful words have bad consequences. 

Jeremiah was sent to warn Judah at the Gate where all the city business was conducted.       Jeremiah 7:1

Jeremiah 7:2-3:                     This was early in Jeremiah’s career. If Judah had repented they would have been able to stay in their land. 

Jeremiah 27:1-11: About 609 AD near the end of the Kingdom of Judah. At this point their choices had been greatly limited. The King had looked to the Egyptians but God had given many lands into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar. God through Jeremiah told the people of Israel that if they submitted to the King of Babylon, they could stay in the Land. At this point, they could not rule themselves. They would have been better off under the rulership of Babylon.

Because of the decision the people of Israel made they went to Egypt and their refusal to follow God, their options were reduced again and they were taken into captivity.

From this point they continued to disobey God and they ended up in captivity and many were killed. . Ironically, they finally threw Jeremiah into prison so when Nebuchadnezzar came Jeremiah was set free to go where he wished. 

4. WHETHER A NATION FOLLOWS GOD’S WAY OR NOT REALLY MATTERS 

Do you think that God for instance will overlook the numbers of abortions taking place in many nations today?  Just as he did not overlook the people sacrificing their children to Molech in the Old Testament so He will not overlook the current situation.

Yes, sin is sin.

The role of the prophets was to warn people of the consequences of their actions. God could see what would happen in the future… He knew human nature. 

God’s motivation was to persuade people to repent and change.

Ezekiel 18:21-23:  God is looking for people who are willing to change.  He has no pleasure in the death of the wicked. 

Psalms 147:11:  God is pleased when people fear him and seek his mercy.

2 Peter 3:9    God’s motivation has been love. That is why he sent the prophets to warn the people so they would change. 

John 3:16: God and Jesus Christ made the supreme sacrifice: God gave His only Son;  Jesus Christ gave his physical life. 

After the prophets, God sent His only So, Jesus Christ. 

Luke 20:8-15

It would appear that God the Father is waiting for the bride to make herself ready before sending Jesus Christ back to earth.  Rev. 19:7.

What do you think this means for us?

