Pentecost 2025

Understanding the Day of Pentecost - Doctrinal Statement: The Day of Pentecost is
celebrated fifty days from the wave sheaf day—hence the terms “Feast of Weeks” in the Old
Testament and “Pentecost” (Greek for “fiftieth”) in the New.

It is the “birthday” of the Church of God,
commemorating the sending of the Holy Spirit; and
foreshadows the resurrection of the “firstfruits.”

Jesus Christ, the apostles, and the New Testament Church continued the practice of observing
this ancient festival of God.
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The Feast of Weeks (Leviticus written between Exodus 1487 BC - Crossing Jordan 1447 BC)
Lev 23:15-22 'And you shall count for yourselves from the day after the Sabbath, from the day
that you brought the sheaf of the wave offering: seven Sabbaths shall be completed.

Lev 23:16 Count fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath; then you shall offer a new
grain offering to the LORD.
B s Lev 23:17 You shall bring from your dwellings two wave loaves of
& H2EEPE  two-tenths of an ephah. They shall be of fine flour; they shall be baked
11 ° g with leaven. They are the firstfruits to the LORD.
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== - (CGI Home Bible Course #11 - The two loaves we read about in

Leviticus 23:17 cover the two periods of the Old Testament and the New
Testament Church.)

Ti= === o= Lev 23:18 And you shall offer with the bread seven lambs of the first

T s==== === year, without blemish, one young bull, and two rams. They shall be as a
burnt offering to the LORD, with their grain offering and their drink

offerings, an offering made by fire for a sweet aroma to the LORD.

Lev 23:19 Then you shall sacrifice one kid of the goats as a sin offering, and two male lambs

of the first year as a sacrifice of a peace offering.

Lev 23:20 The priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits as a wave offering before

the LORD, with the two lambs. They shall be holy to the LORD for the priest.

Lev 23:21 And you shall proclaim on the same day that it is a holy convocation to you. You

shall do no customary work on it. It shall be a statute forever in , :(%;g o Rt ;2 55

all your dwellings throughout your generations. P o 008
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The Coming of the Holy Spirit (around 30 AD = around 1500 years from Leviticus 23)

Act 2:1 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.
Act 2:2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it
filled the whole house where they were sitting.

Act 2:3 Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them.
Act 2:4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as
the Spirit gave them utterance.

Act 2:5 And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under
heaven.

Act 2:6 And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were confused,
because everyone heard them speak in his own language.

Act 2:7 Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, "Look, are not all
these who speak Galileans?

Act 2:8 And how is it that we hear, each in our own language in which we were born?

Act 2:9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,



Act 2:10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes,
Act 2:11 Cretans and Arabs—we hear them speaking in our
own tongues the wonderful works of God."

Act 2:12 So they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one
another, "Whatever could this mean?"

Act 2:13 Others mocking said, "They are full of new wine."
Peter's Sermon at Pentecost

Act 2:14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice
and said to them, "Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem,
let this be known to you, and heed my words.

Act 2:15 For these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day.

Act 2:16 But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

Act 2:17 'AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THE LAST DAYS, SAYS GOD, THAT I
WILL POUR OUT OF MY SPIRIT ON ALL FLESH; YOUR SONS AND YOUR
DAUGHTERS SHALL PROPHESY, YOUR YOUNG MEN SHALL SEE VISIONS, YOUR
OLD MEN SHALL DREAM DREAMS.

Act 2:18 AND ON MY MENSERVANTS AND ON MY MAIDSERVANTS I WILL POUR
OUT MY SPIRIT IN THOSE DAYS; AND THEY SHALL PROPHESY.

Act 2:19 | WILL SHOW WONDERS IN HEAVEN ABOVE AND SIGNS IN THE EARTH
BENEATH: BLOOD AND FIRE AND VAPOR OF SMOKE.

Act 2:20 THE SUN SHALL BE TURNED INTO DARKNESS, & THE MOON INTO
BLOOD, BEFORE THE COMING OF THE GREAT & AWESOME DAY OF THE LORD.
Act 2:21 AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT WHOEVER CALLS ON THE NAME OF
THE LORD SHALL BE SAVED.'

Act 2:22 "Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by
miracles, wonders, & signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know—
Act 2:23 Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have
taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death;

Act 2:24 whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible
that He should be held by it.

Act 2:25 For David says concerning Him: 'l FORESAW THE LORD ALWAYS BEFORE MY
FACE, FOR HE IS AT MY RIGHT HAND, THAT I MAY NOT BE SHAKEN.

Act 2:26 THEREFORE MY HEART REJOICED, AND MY TONGUE WAS GLAD;
MOREOVER MY FLESH ALSO WILL REST IN HOPE.

Act 2:27 FOR YOU WILL NOT LEAVE MY SOUL IN HADES, NOR WILL YOU ALLOW
YOUR HOLY ONE TO SEE CORRUPTION.

Act 2:28 YOU HAVE MADE KNOWN TO ME THE WAYS OF LIFE; YOU WILL MAKE
ME FULL OF JOY IN YOUR PRESENCE.'

Act 2:29 "Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both
dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.

Act 2:30 Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that
of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne,




Act 2:31 he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was
not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption.

Act 2:32 This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses.

Act 2:33 Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father
the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear.

Act 2:34 "For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself: "THE LORD SAID
TO MY LORD, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND,

Act 2:35 TILL | MAKE YOUR ENEMIES YOUR FOOTSTOOL.""

Act 2:36 "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus,
whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ."

Act 2:37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of
the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?"

Act 2:38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Act 2:39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as
the Lord our God will call."

Act 2:40 And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, "Be saved from
this perverse generation."

Act 2:41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three
thousand souls were added to them.
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Apollos Speaks Boldly in Ephesus

Act 18:24 Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man and mighty
in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus.

Act 18:25 This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he
spoke & taught accurately the things of the Lord, though he knew only the baptism of John.




Act 18:26 So he began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Aquila and Priscilla heard him,
they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.

Act 18:27 And when he desired to cross to Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples
to receive him; and when he arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed through grace;
Act 18:28 for he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly, showing from the Scriptures that Jesus is
the Christ.

Act 19:1 And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the
upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples
Act 19:2 he said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" So they said to

him, ""We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.""

Act 19:3 & he said to them, "Into what then were you baptized?" So they said, "Into John's baptism."
Act 19:4 Then Paul said, "John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the
people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus."
Act 19:5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Act 19:6 And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they
spoke with tongues and prophesied.

£\ Our mission... (for this congregation)... for the rest of this Pentecost 4\
s sermon ... is to help these new believers (taught by Paul) to 0 gl

understand ... Yes! There is a Holy Spirit!

DOCTRINAL STATEMENT The Holy Spirit is the essence, power, mind, and spiritual
extension and presence of God. God begets Christians as His sons and daughters through this
Spirit. It strengthens a Christian spiritually, converts his mind, and serves as an earnest or
guarantee of eternal life. The Spirit is the power by which God will raise His people from the
dead & transform them into immortal spirit beings, thus completing the process of conversion.
John 5:25-29; Acts 1:8; 2:38; Romans 8:9-11, 14; 1 Corinthians 2:9-16; 15:42-55;
Ephesians 1:13-14

Description

The Holy Spirit is described in the Bible as "the Spirit of God," "the Spirit of the Lord,"” "the
Spirit of Jesus Christ," "the Spirit of truth,” and "comforter" or "advocate."” It is the power of
God, the mind of God and the extended means by which God accomplishes His work
throughout the universe. As such, the Holy Spirit is not a separate being, it has no independent
existence as an individual entity or person within the godhead (Acts 2:17, 1 Cor 8:6; Gal 1:3,
Rom 8:26).

NOT a Separate “person”

There are many evidences in Scripture that the Holy Spirit is not a separate being, including

Matthew’s account tells us that Mary “was found with child of the Holy Spirit” (1:18), yet Jesus
does not refer to the Spirit as his Father. The Father is Jesus’ father.




Gender, Terms, Trinity, OT examples

It can be misleading when languages add a gender to words. About one quarter of languages
use grammatical gender as a linguistic device. Sometimes the Spirit is referred to as “he” and
other times as “it.” In Acts 12:10 an iron gate is referred to as “he.” When the Holy Spirit is
often translated with the pronoun “he” instead of “it”, we see misunderstanding of the Holy
Spirit because of grammatical gender—which is not a proof of personhood—since we know
that iron gates are not male persons.

| In Luke 11:15 & Matthew 12:28 we see the Spirit of God &
1 Finger of God are interchanged. When you understand the
Spirit is another way of describing the presence & activity of
the invisible God in the natural world, you see the Spirit is
not another being, but is a reference to the activity of the
Father &/or the Son. When the Spirit is described with
characteristics of a person, the person being referenced is God.

Trinitarian dogma is not part of the New Testament. The authors refer to God in family terms—
Father and Son—but the Holy Spirit is never described this way. Rather, the Spirit is the
“finger of God” (Luke 11:20; cf., Matt 12:28) and is compared with a “dove” (Matt 3:16), a
“rushing mighty wind” (Acts 2:2), and “rivers of living waters (John 7:38). The Spirit is
never presented as a Mother or Daughter or second Son. Reading at the beginning of all Paul’s
letters, we see he has salutations that consistently leave out the Holy Spirit. For example...
1Cor 1:3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

1Tim1:2 ... Grace, mercy, and peace from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord.

Surely Paul did not believe the Holy Spirit was the Third Person of a Trinity.

It was through His Spirit that God created the earth (Gen. 1:2). It was through this Spirit that
David received his moral strength (Psa. 51:10-13), and by it Elijah and Elisha—men with
normal physical proclivities and weaknesses—were made into powerful prophets of God (Il
Kings 2:9, 15). Even though these men and others had access to God's Spirit, it is also clear that
they were among the relative few who in the Old Testament era were blessed with the privilege
of actually having the mind and power of God work with or dwell within them.

Doctrinal Statement on the TRINITY

The concept of a closed or restricted godhead composed of three persons—the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit is non-biblical. The godhead is a Family, presently revealed as composed of
only the Father and the Son, which will eventually include all those who have been given
salvation through Christ. The Holy Spirit is not a distinct person or individual entity but the
power, mind and essence of God.

John 4:24; 10:30; Galatians 1:3; Revelation 11:15; 1 Corinthians 8:6

Accomplishing God’s Work

God uses His Spirit to accomplish all His work. Whether causing prophets to prophesy, kings
to reign, craftsmen to create (Ex. 31:3), bodies to be moved (Ezek. 3:12, 14) or people to keep
His laws (Ezek. 36:26-27), everything God does is through the power of His Spirit.




One Spirit

God is spirit (Jn. 4:24); both members of the godhead ("Elohim"), Father and Son, are literally
composed of spirit; they are wholly made of spiritual essence, in the same fashion as we are
made of physical particles. As clarified in the Statement on God, God is not two Spirits, but one
Spirit (that’s the Essence of God). Within that one Spirit, or Essence (Being), are the Father and
the Son, and the two are distinct Persons in the family of God. The ONE Spirit is called the
“Spirit of Christ” because Christ sends it. It is called the “Spirit of the Father” (or “Spirit of
Him Who raised Jesus from the dead”) because the Father also sends it (Jn 14-16). Both the
Father's Spirit and Christ's Spirit are an integral part of the common Holy Spirit. The being who
later became Jesus Christ is of the One God who revealed Himself to the patriarchs and
prophets and worked with them. When He utilized His mind, His nature and His power, He was
doing so through the Holy Spirit which was the projection of His own unique, perfect spiritual
power. From the New Testament we learn much about Jesus, (from what is written), yet from
Jesus primarily, we have revealed more about the personal characteristics of the Father also.
(Mat 11:27). Jesus Christ came to reveal Him in the New Testament. God the Father was the
one who begot Jesus Christ; He did so through His Spirit, which is the same Spirit He begets
spiritual children through today. Indeed, God the Father has retained to Himself the unique
capacity to beget new spiritual beings.

Learning of the “efficacious” Spirit at Pentecost

Under the New Covenant the Spirit of the Father has been made available in a universal way, as
was explained by Peter on the day of Pentecost when the Church began (Acts 2:17-18). Before
His death, Christ promised His disciples that the Holy Spirit, which then worked with them
should be given to them and should actually be in

them (Jn. 14:17). This "Comforter" should teach { {11

the disciples all things and remind them of all that TheF]_'UltOf the Splrlt
Christ had said to them (Jn. 14:26).
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The. Gifts of the us to do the Work of God. The existence of the miraculous

=X Holwy Spixit 1Cor 12 “gifts of the Spirit” (healing, tongues, prophetic
,&‘f‘ iL G 3,2° i reve:lapons_) in the tlme of the apostles, does not mean

Christians in every time and place can expect to receive these
gifts. When and where God gifts individuals with the
L% // miraculous spiritual gifts is entirely up to Him. God can
< a I

certainly gift anyone at any time with any of the spiritual
gifts...but it appears the gifts of the Spirit may occur at
“significant times” (such as the birth of the New Testament

church, & possibly during the “end time” generation) according
to the Biblical record (Acts 2; Joel 2:28-32).

Oh no... Jim & his idea of a “Holy Spirit” detector again!

Interestingly, God does not give mankind a “Holy Spirit”
detector. This would be helpful in knowing "who" to evangelize, but would also be a
temptation.

Such a “detector” might be misused to identify ... who has = ===
the most Holy Spirit —Scripture speaks against comparing -
ourselves with others (2Cor 10:12). . S

Some might misuse such a detector to see how close they
can get to the cliff (of allowing Sin in their life) while “still”
having the Spirit present—Scripture teaches not to toy with
the temptations that lead to sin (James 1:13-15)—because
God hates sin! (Deu 12:30-32).

Not knowing the level of the Holy Spirit will hopefully keep

individual Christians close to God with no reason to “slack off” or “reduce effort”, because you
are “doing well” (Heb 12:1).

Finally, in this age, Jesus is working with a small flock of firstfruits (James 1:18), and Satan is
allowed to deceive the majority in this age (2 Cor 4:4), to allow God’s plan of Salvation to
ultimately extend grace & mercy to mankind. God’s plan of eventually granting repentance to
sinners would not work if a “Holy Spirit detector” granted mankind knowledge (in this life) of
who is in God’s favor and who is not (John 16:2, Rom 11:25-33, Ez 37:12-14).

We each can look for evidence of the Holy Spirit in our own lives, and pray that we don’t
deceive ourselves in assessing our personal progress in our walk with God. (2Pet 3:3-7, Philip
2:12) Once a person receives the precious Holy Spirit, he must use it in order to grow in the
knowledge and grace of God. God's Spirit gives Christians the mind of Christ (I Cor. 2:16)
to enable them to view life from a godly perspective instead of from a selfish one. It is this
power that gives us the capacity to obey God. The deep mystery of the plan of God for
mankind cannot be completely and totally understood without the Holy Spirit (I Cor. 2:7-10).




Of even greater significance is the fact that through this Spirit we are actually "begotten as
sons of God and become members of the body of Christ—the Church (I Cor. 12). The seed of
this Holy Spirit, planted by God after baptism, grows and develops spiritually within us as we
grow in obedience and submission to God's law. The Holy Spirit is dynamic: it flows from
God to and through the Christian and is expressed in his attitudes and actions. The more we use
God's Spirit the stronger our new spiritual life becomes. Finally, at the resurrection, this
spiritual part of us becomes the totality of our composition and essence and overtakes the
physical, so "that mortality [our physical essence] might be swallowed up of [spiritual] life" (11
Cor. 5:4).

God's Word reveals that the Holy Spirit is an "earnest"—a

—-—— formal pledge or assurance—of eternal life which God

has implanted within us making us sons. As long as this
Spirit is living within us, we are actually sons of God and
brothers of Christ. "Now if any man have not the Spirit of
Christ, he is none of His" (Rom. 8:9). "For as many as are
led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God" (Rom.
8:14). Indeed, the presence of the Holy Spirit is the best
criterion to define the true Christian: it is his only real
ratification, for one cannot be a true Christian without it.

The final word...

As long as we nurture the Holy Spirit, and continue to renew it daily within us (11 Cor. 4:16)
through prayer and diligent study of God's Word, then this earnest of God's Spirit is the
absolute guarantee that we will be resurrected to spiritual life at Christ's return (ef. Eph. 1: 14).

& Pentecost, the Holy Spiritisss
~and the Great Commissio'ﬁ?p
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