
Vision 2024  
 

As we approach the end of 2023… we have an opportunity - and 

OBLIGATION - to review … 

 

Eph 5:13-17  But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the 

light, for whatever makes manifest is light.  

Eph 5:14  Therefore He says: "Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the 

dead, And Christ will give you light."  

Eph 5:15-16  See then that you walk circumspectly(to live wisely, morally and cautiously), 

not as fools but as wise,  redeeming the time, because the days are evil.  
Eph 5:17  Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 

 

 Attachment 1 - What God Expects of us 

 Attachment 2 - What is the will of the Lord? 

 

Ephesians 4:11-12:  "And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some 

evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of 

ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ." 

 

 Attachment 3 - Vision 2025 - 5 year goals for CgiCanada 
 

In Scripture … the heart is seen as the seat of intentions, thoughts, and emotions. While the 

natural state of the human heart is often described as deceitful and inclined toward sin, the Bible 

also speaks to the transformative power of God to renew and purify the heart. The call to guard 

the heart and seek a clean and pure heart is a recurring theme… 

 

Jeremiah 17:9: The heart is deceitful above all things & desperately wicked;Who can know it? 

Hebrews 4:12:  "For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 

sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a 

discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart." 

Psalm 51:10: ―Create in me a clean heart, O God…‖ 

Matthew 5:8:  "Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God." 
 

 Attachment 4 - Needs & Feelings … drive ALL of our Actions!   (Cause & Effect) 
 

Titus 2:1:  "But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine." 

Ephesians 4:14:  "that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with 

every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting." 

Romans 16:17:  "Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, 

contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them." 

 

 Attachment 5 - The Plan of God - Our Statement of Beliefs & Doctrines 

 



 

 ―Doomscrolling‖ is what we do when we keep scrolling through 

bad news, even when it distresses us.  It‘s all about negativity bias. 

Humans have an inclination toward negativity. 
 

The brain processes negative words faster, better & more intensively 

[than positive words], & that means we remember them more. 
 

Our brains are trying to help us beat uncertainty by systematically gathering information. We 

want to be prepared for the threats that await us. And the more bad news we consume, the 

better prepared we feel.   
 

Watching and reading distressing news negatively affects our serotonin levels. We feel 

exhausted, tense, irritable, moody and can suffer disturbed sleep. 
 

Mar_13:33  Take heed, Watch! and pray; for you do not know when the time is.  
 

Ecc_1:18  For in much wisdom is much grief, & he who increases knowledge increases sorrow. 
 

Proverbs 12:25  "Anxiety in the heart of man causes depression… 

 

 

 

 Attachment 6 - Distressing things in 2023 & 2024  

 

 

 

 

 

1Pe 1:8-9  You love Him even though you have never seen Him. Though you do not see Him 

now, you trust Him; and you rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy.  The reward for 

trusting Him will be the salvation of your souls. 
 

Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness 
 

Romans 15:13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy & peace in believing, so that by the 

power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

 

 

 

 Attachment 7 - Encouraging things for 2023 & 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1.     What God expects of us  
 

1. Ecclesiastes 12:13  Let us hear the conclusion of the 

whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, For 

this is man‘s all. 

 

2. Micah 6:8:  He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the Lord require 

of you But to do justly, To love mercy, And to walk humbly with your God? 

 

3. Matthew 6:33:  But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 

these things shall be added to you. 

4. Matthew 22:37-39:  Jesus said to him, ―‗You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.‘ This is the first and great 

commandment. And the second is like it: ‗You shall love your neighbor as yourself.‘‖ 

5. James 1:27:  Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit 

orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world. 

6. Ephesians 4:32:  And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 

even as God in Christ forgave you. 

7. Colossians 3:23-24:  And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to 

men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for 

you serve the Lord Christ. 

8. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18:  Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give 

thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

9. Philippians 4:8:  Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are 

noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, 

whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything 

praiseworthy—meditate on these things. 

10. 1 Corinthians 10:31: Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all 

to the glory of God. 
11. Proverbs 3:5-6:  Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not on your own 

understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths. 

12. Galatians 5:22-23:  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 

13. Romans 12:2:  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 

of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

14. Hebrews 13:16:   But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is 

well pleased. 

15. Isaiah 1:17:  Learn to do good; Seek justice, Rebuke the oppressor; Defend the fatherless, 

Plead for the widow. 

16. 1 Peter 3:8-9:  Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love 

as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous; not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, 

but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a 

blessing. 

17. Proverbs 19:17:  He who has pity on the poor lends to the Lord, And He will pay back what 

he has given. 



18. Philippians 2:3-4:  Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness 

of mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his 

own interests, but also for the interests of others. 

19. John 13:34-35:  A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have 

loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if 

you have love for one another. 

20. 1 John 2:15-17: Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, 

the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust 

of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is 

passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. 

21. Proverbs 14:31:   He who oppresses the poor reproaches his Maker, But he who honors Him 

has mercy on the needy. 

22. James 4:7-8:   Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw 

near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your 

hearts, you double-minded. 

23. Colossians 3:12-14:  Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender 

mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another, and 

forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, 

so you also must do. But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 

24. Romans 13:10: Love does no harm to a neighbor;therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 

25. Galatians 6:2:  Bear one another‘s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 

26. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20:  Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit 

who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at 

a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God‘s. 

27. Psalm 119:105:  Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. 

28. Proverbs 3:9-10:  Honor the Lord with your possessions, And with the firstfruits of all your 

increase; So your barns will be filled with plenty, & your vats will overflow with new wine. 

29. Matthew 5:16:  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in heaven. 

30. 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12:  ...that you also aspire to lead a quiet life, to mind your own 

business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you, that you may walk 

properly toward those who are outside, and that you may lack nothing. 

31. Philippians 4:6-7:   Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, 

with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

32. Psalm 37:4:  Delight yourself also in the Lord, & He shall give you the desires of your heart. 

33. Proverbs 16:9:   A man‘s heart plans his way, But the Lord directs his steps. 

34. 1 Peter 5:6-7:  Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may 

exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. 

35. Romans 12:11:  Not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. 

36. Matthew 5:44:  But I say to you, love your enemies, bless 

those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray 

for those who spitefully use you and persecute you. 

37. Hebrews 10:24-25: And let us consider one another in order to 

stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of 

ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one 

another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.  

 



      
 

 

 

2.         Examples of … the Will of the Lord 
 

WILL … the desire, inclination, or choice of a person …the faculty of wishing, choosing, 

desiring, or intending  

 

 

1. Salvation  (2 Peter 3:9; John 3:16). 

2. Love and Compassion  (Matthew 22:37-39; 1 John 4:7-8). 

3. Obedience to God's Commands  (John 14:15; 1 John 5:3). 

 

 

 

4. Prayer  (Philippians 4:6-7; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)  

 

 

5. Holiness and Sanctification  (1 Thessalonians 4:3; 

Hebrews 12:14). 

6. Service and Ministry  (Galatians 5:13; Ephesians 4:11-13). 

7. Unity in the Body of Christ  (John 17:20-23; Ephesians 4:1-6). 

8. Justice and Mercy  (Micah 6:8; Matthew 23:23). 

9. Sharing the Gospel  (Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15). 

10. Faithfulness in Trials  (James 1:2-4; Romans 8:28). 
 

 

 

11. Gratitude (1Thess 5:18; Philippians 4:6) 

 

 

 

 

 

12. Stewardship  (Matthew 25:14-30; 1 Corinthians 4:2). 

13. Forgiveness  (Ephesians 4:32; Matthew 6:14-15). 

14. Humility  (James 4:10; Philippians 2:3-4). 



15. Avoidance of Sin  (1 Thessalonians 4:3-7; Romans 12:2).  

16. Discipleship  (Matthew 16:24; Luke 9:23). 

17. Seeking Wisdom  (Proverbs 2:6; James 1:5). 

 

 

 

 

18. Hospitality (Rom 12:13; Hebrews 13:2) 

 

 

 

 

19. Faith in God's Plan  (Proverbs 3:5-6; Jeremiah 29:11). 

20. Fellowship with Believers  (Hebrews 10:24-25; Acts 2:42).   

21. Honesty and Integrity  (Proverbs 12:22; Ephesians 4:25). 

 

 

22. Unity in Marriage  (Ephesians 5:22-33;  

                    1 Corinthians 7:3-5) 

 

 

 

 

23. Parental Responsibilities  (Proverbs 22:6; Ephesians 6:4). 

24. Contentment   (Philippians 4:11-13; Hebrews 13:5). 

25. Purity in Relationships   (1 Corinthians 6:18; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-4). 

26. Reconciliation   (Matthew 5:9; 2 Corinthians 5:18-19). 

 

 

 

 

27. Good Works  (Eph 2:10; Titus 3:8). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28. Worship and Devotion  (John 4:23-24; Colossians 3:16-17). 

29. Respect for Authorities  (Romans 13:1-7; Hebrews 13:17). 

30. Endurance in Persecution  (Matthew 5:10-12; 2 Timothy 3:12). 

 



  



 



 



 



 



Statement of Beliefs & Systematic Theology (STP) 
 

1. Primary Doctrines:  

1 - God,  

2 - The Father,  

3 - Bible, 

4 - Jesus Christ,  

5 - Holy Spirit,  

6 - Mankind,  

7 - Angelic Realm; 

 

2. Salvation:  

8 - Salvation,  

9 - Faith,  

10 - Repentance, 

11 - Baptism,  

12 - Laying on of Hands; 

 

3. Kingdom of God:  

13 - Kingdom of God,  

14 - Resurrections,  

15 - Prophecy,  

16 - Gospel,  

17 - Judgment; 

 

4. Law of God:  
18 - Law of God,  

19 - Biblical Covenants, 

20 - Ten Commandments,  

21 - Sabbath,  

22 - Annual Holy Days, 

23 - Tithing and Giving,  

24 - Biblical Dietary Laws, 

25 - The Hebrew Calendar, 

26 - Sin 

 

5. The Christian:  
27 - The Christian,  

28 - The Christian‘s Relationship with God,  

29 - The Christian‘s Relationship with 

Fellow Man,  

 

 

30 - The Christian Family,  

31 - Healing; 

 

6. The Church of God:  
32 - The Church of God, 

33 - Ministry of the Church,  

34 - Fellowship of the Brethren; 

 

7. Traditional Christian 

Doctrines:  
35 - The Fall of Man 

36 - The Immortal Soul 

37 - Heaven 

38 - Hell 

39 - Trinity 

40 - Gospel*16 

41 - Kingdom of God*13 

42 - Born Again 

43 - Sunday 

44 - Christmas 

45 - Easter 

46 – The Rapture 

47 – The Lord‘s Prayer 

48 – Predestination 

49 – Speaking in Tongues 

50 – Law & Grace 

51 – Infant Baptism 

52 – Baptism*11 

53 – Penance 

54 – Eternal Security 

55 – Universalism 

56 – The Church* 

57 – The Cross 

58 – Pictures of Jesus 

59 – Religious Medals/Statues 

60 – Ministerial/Religious Titles 

61 – Faith Healing 

62 – Abstinence/Asceticism 

 



6 -          Distressing things in 2023 & 2024 
 

In our Government (in Canada & our ―protector‖ country the USA) 

 

 Canada National Debt $2.1 Trillion - Annual deficit $40 billion (+ ―free dental !?!) 

 US National Debt $33 Trillion - Annual Deficit $1.7 Trillion (23% jump !?!) 

            No fiscal responsibility ?!? 
 

 Canadian Carbon taxes from $20 per ton (2019) to $65 (2023) to $170 in 2030 

Inflationary on ALL goods & services …Impact on world climate 0% 

 

 Illegal Immigration … became ―irregular immigration‖ ie open boarders & strains on: 

housing, food banks, health care, job market, crime, racial tensions, schooling 

 

 Canada Media Fund $366 Million to ―others‖ & (+ 1.3 Billion for CBC) 

Exodus 23:8  & you shall take no bribe, for a bribe blinds the discerning & perverts the 

words of the righteous. 

 

 Political Authoritarianism- Concerns about mandates (infringing on personal freedoms) 

RE: health, ability to travel, ability to buy plastic bags, gas powered automobiles, etc … 

 

 Concerns about policies … (hampering the oil & gas industry, hampering development of 

nuclear energy, hampering religious freedoms, supporting abortion, supporting LGBQ 
 

Political Unrest: War in Israel, Ukraine 
 

Economic Downturn: High interest rates, inflation - Fixed incomes, drop in standard of living 
 

Left policies & actions: BLM, political correctness, Diversity Equity Inclusion, anti-Semitism,  

           cancel culture, woke, wealth redistribution, Education reform (away from Christian 

           values), antifa, criminal justice reform, gun control, voting reforms     
 

Substance abuse: 3% of Canadians (1.1 million) use at least one of six illegal drugs 

(cocaine/crack, speed/ methamphetamine, ecstasy, hallucinogens, heroin, salvia) 

21% (6.4 Million Canadian use cannabis). Of 78% (23.3 

million) of Canadians who consume alcohol … 21% (4.8 

million) experienced at least one alcohol related harm. 
 

Mental illness: 18% of Canadians (over 5 million) suffer 

from a mental disorder 
 

Homelessness: 235,000 people in Canada are homeless.  

1.3 million in the last 5 years have  experienced 

homelessness (including shelters, women‘s shelters, etc)  

 

 



7 - 

 
 

Encouraging things for 2023 & 2024 
 

I’ll not try to predict peace treaties or scientific breakthroughs … or other joyful headlines 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:22: "So I perceived that nothing is better than that a man should rejoice in his 

own works, for that is his heritage 
 

Ecclesiastes 9:9: "Live joyfully with the wife whom you love all the days of your vain life 

which He has given you under the sun, all your days of vanity; for that is your portion in life, 

and in the labor which you perform under the sun." 
 

Psa 127:3  Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, The fruit of the womb is a reward. 
 

Ecclesiastes 5:18-20: "Here is what I have seen: It is good and fitting for one to eat and drink, 

and to enjoy the good of all his labor in which he toils under the sun all the days of his life 

which God gives him; for it is his heritage. As for every man to whom God has given riches and 

wealth, and given him power to eat of it, to receive his heritage and rejoice in his labor—this is 

the gift of God. For he will not dwell unduly on the days of his life, because God keeps him 

busy with the joy of his heart." 
 

Php 4:11-13  Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to 

be content:  I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things 

I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.  I can do all 

things through Christ who strengthens me 
 

Heb 12:2  looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set 

before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 

throne of God. 
 

Ecc 3:1  To everything there is a season, A time for every purpose under heaven:  

Ecc 3:4  A time to weep, And a time to laugh; A time to mourn, And a time to dance; 
 

2Ch 30:21  So the children of Israel who were present at Jerusalem kept the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread seven days with great gladness; and the Levites and the priests praised the 

LORD day by day, singing to the LORD, accompanied by loud instruments. 
 

James 1:2  My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials !?! 

 

VISION - Gives us HOPE for the future … A time of no more tears - in our Master‘s embrace! 


