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EDITOR’S
NOTE
Welcome to the June edition.

Have you ever listened to a gospel song and the
words and melody brought tears to your eyes?
What a joy it is when you feel, I mean actually
FEEL the love of God. When I recall what He’s
brought me through and how He has blessed me
abundantly I cannot contain my Hallelujahs.
Brethren, there is so much for us to be thankful
for and I don’t need to ask if God has blessed
YOU... Did you open your eyes this morning? You
are blessed! Is there a roof over your head and
food on your table? - You are blessed! Be sure to
share your blessings with someone today!

This month’s featured article - It’s in the Blood!
is by Elder Horane Smith, followed by We are
True Children of God by James Pollitte. Enjoy  
the Infuse article Why does God forgive us?                   
by Sarah Hoeck. Check out the Evangelism
Ministry Update featuring upcoming events and
past campaign reports and pictures. Don’t miss
Brunner Hill Blessings, and view our Member
Spotlight, New Member Baptisms, and some
pics from the Feast of Weeks/Pentecost service
in Puslinch.

Psalms 91:1-2 NKJV “He who dwells in the secret
place of the Most High Shall abide under the
shadow of the Almighty, I will say of the LORD ”He
is my refuge and my fortress; My God, in Him I will
trust.”

If you have an interest in providing Content for
the monthly newsletter please contact me at the
email below. I’d love to hear from you.
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It’s in the Blood!
Horane Smith



5

T      here is power, power, wonder-working power
In the blood of the Lamb.”

Those lyrics of a popular song ring true. Very true. He came, He did what He
had to do and Jesus Christ accomplished His mission on Earth. He came, He
died, and became the “firstfruits” of all those who are in Christ.

We just observed the New Testament Passover on March 31, this year, more
than two months ago. Yet, for the saints of God, its deep meaning is carrying
us throughout the rest of the year and for the rest of our physical lives.

The Eternal sent His only begotten Son to shed His blood for the sins of
humanity. What’s the significance of the shedding of blood? Hebrews 9: 11-15,
“But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater
and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this
creation. Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He
entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal
redemption. For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer,
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much
more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself
without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the
living God? And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by
means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first
covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal
inheritance.”

We are no longer destined to remain dead in our graves because of our sins.
Another song says, “Jesus paid it all and all to Him I owe.” We are now made
righteous by the blood of “Our Passover,” Lamb, Jesus, the Christ. His death
means life and His death means power—power over the grave.

The death and subsequent triumph over the grave mean the saints of the Most
High God have been given power to resist the evil one and overcome sin. “To
him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also
overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne,” Rev. 3:21. The power
that blood gives to us means one day we, too, will have victory over the grave.



During our Christian walk, there are many trials and hurdles to confront. The
Holy Bible describes our journey as being a straight and narrow road.
However, there’s an alternative path, which is broad, but it is the way that
leads to destruction, the Bible admonishes us.

We have been given power, not a spirit of fear, to overcome. 2 Tim. 1;7 “For
God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and love and a sound
mind.” The shed blood of Jesus Christ should mean everything to us,
especially when it comes to our fears or any temptation we believe we don’t
have the power to overcome.

Throughout the year is an opportune time to reflect on what “Our Passover”
has done for us. It is equally fitting we meditate on what the spilling of blood
means for the future of humanity. It’s not just about offering power to
overcome the challenges of this life, but more importantly, what the future
holds for us when we experience the full measure of God’s power and love for
us.

Indeed, there’s power in the shed blood of Jesus Christ. It’s in the blood! It
was no ordinary sacrifice — it was the ultimate sacrifice when He laid down
His life for us. That was no mere act. In the fullness of time, humanity will
come to see what His sacrifice means for our future. It’s in His shed blood!    Ω
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We Are True Children Of God
By James Pollitte
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T he apostle John writes that we are children of God and shall be like God, for we
shall see Him as He is (I John 3:2). 

The apostle Peter writes that Jesus Christ is now in heaven at the right hand of
God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject to Him (I Peter
3:22). 

John also writes that those in the first resurrection will reign with Christ one
thousand years on this earth (Revelation 20:6).

Notice what these two verses indicate what will happen when Christ returns to
this earth:

Revelation 20:6… “Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first
resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be
priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years.” – 

Zechariah 14:4… “On that day (Christ’s return to this earth) His feet will stand
on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives will be split
in two from east to west, forming a great valley, with half of the mountain
moving north and half moving south.”

On that “great day of the Lord,” Jesus Christ will stand on the Mount of Olives
and He will begin ruling this earth. His direct involvement with this world will
begin changing everything as we know. It will be a remarkable time leading up to
an absolutely unfathomable event!

GOD’S THRONE TO BE ON EARTH
The apostle John writes (Revelation 21 & 22) that the New Jerusalem, the holy
city of God comes down from heaven (to this earth) and God speaks out of
heaven saying: “Behold the tabernacle (dwelling place) of God is with men, and
He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be
their God.” So, in this round about way we can see that man will not go to
heaven, rather God Himself will come down to this earth! (continued on the next
page)
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Here’s a little more “revelation” and admonition from the apostle John:

In Revelation 22, we find that Jesus Christ says (verse 7), “Behold, I am coming
soon! Blessed is he who keeps the word of the prophecy in this book.” 

Continuing in verses 12-14: “Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me,
and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. I am the Alpha and
the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. Blessed are those
who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may
go through the gates into the city.”

These few verses show very clearly that the saved man or woman will “NOT go
to heaven when they die.” Heaven is not the reward of the saved! The reward of
the saved is eternal life with Jesus Christ as a part of the family of God…on this
earth!

May God help us to not only obey His word…but believe in His promises. He’s
going to keep his word. Are we going to keep it as well?                                               Ω

For further study click here: What Is The Kingdom of God

https://cgicanada2.org/media/literature/pdf/WKG-WhatIsTheKingdomOfGod.pdf
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         ave you ever done something really bad? Have you
ever thought that praying for forgiveness just wouldn’t
undo what you did? Have you ever thought that God
just wouldn’t forgive you? Why should He? We certainly
don’t deserve His forgiveness. 
     The thing is, God doesn’t want you to feel that way.
He wants you to get on your knees and ask for
forgiveness. And when you do, He forgives you. But
why, why does He forgive you? 
     Psalms 86:5 says, “For you Lord are good and ready to
forgive, and abundant in mercy to all those who call upon
you.” The Lord is ‘ready to forgive’ all the people who
call upon Him. They repent and in doing so, hold up
their part of the bargain. (And I say bargain because
that’s what we humans have. We have the better/easier
part of the “deal.”) Then, God holds up his part of the
“bargain.” He forgives us of our awful sins. Why? 
      “The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to
anger and great in mercy” (Psalms 145:8). God is
everything anyone wants in a person. In fact, if He were
a human, He would be perfect and pure. He’s loving,
compassionate, merciful, slow to anger, good, kind and
forgiving. All you have to do is ask Him to forgive you.
You have to ask it from deep down in your heart and He
will. Like it says in Acts 2:38, “Then Peter said to them,
‘Repent and let every one of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 
     But still, why? We aren’t like that. We sin and we act
like we’re just like everyone else. When someone does
something wrong, we don’t correct them. We copy
people and usually go with the flow. But God still
forgives us. 
     Mark 11:25, 26, “And whenever you stand praying, if
you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your
Father in Heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.” 
     So according to this verse, God forgives us if we
forgive others. But He doesn’t if we don’t. So, there’s
one reason why He forgives us; because we forgive
others. But there must be another reason for his
forgiveness. First John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, he
is  faithful and  just to forgive us our sins  and to  cleanse us

from all unrighteousness.” Sometimes, actually most of
the time, when I repent and ask God for forgiveness, I
feel like He didn’t. I feel that I’m a sinner, which I am. I
ask myself, “How can He forgive me when I’ve sinned so
much?” It’s a question a lot of people ask themselves.
And here, in 1 John, it says that He forgives us because
we confess our sins to him. But wait, there’s more. 
     In Luke 15, there is the parable of the lost son. You
know how it goes. The son decides he wants to live his
own life, a fun life. He asks his dad for his share of the
money that he would have later inherited. He left home
and after a while, his money ran out. He got a job of
feeding pigs and even ate some of their food because he
was so desperate. 
     Finally, he decided to go home. He didn’t expect
things to be like they used to be, but he did think he
could get a job as a servant. But when he was walking
back to his father’s house, his dad saw him. He ran out
to his son and hugged him. He threw a huge party for
his “lost son” that was now found. 
     The father forgave his son of what he did, just like
that. He forgave him in the blink of an eye. He forgave
him because he loved him. God is like the dad of the lost
son. The dad was standing in his door, looking for his
son, waiting for his son. And when he saw him, he ran
out to him. He forgave his son because he loved him so
much and so dearly. 
     God’s just like that. Actually, in fact, God is that
father. He doesn’t forgive us because he has to. He
forgives us because he wants to. He wants us to have
eternal life. He forgives us because He loves us. 
      When I think about this, I feel so happy and excited
inside. I mean God forgives me of the sins that shouldn’t
be forgiven. He forgives me, the sinner who doesn’t
deserve even a millisecond of His time. But what makes
me smile the most is that he does all this because he
loves me. He wants the best for me. And that is the best
thing in the whole entire world. 
     And I’m glad that he does forgive me because I want
to spend the rest of my life, both physical and spiritual,
with him. That’s what I want more than anything and he
wants the same thing as me.                                             Ω

 Winter 2005

H

Why does God forgive us?Why does God forgive us?Why does God forgive us?
By Sarah Hoeck
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https://creationtoglory.cgikw.org/
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https://cgiburlington.ac-page.com/middle_east_in_prophecy
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Church of God International Canada

MARRIAGEMARRIAGEMARRIAGE‌‌‌MARRIAGE‌
SEMINARSEMINARSEMINAR‌‌‌SEMINAR‌

“Biblical
Marriage:  

  God’s Design for
Covenant, Love &

Growth”

Join us for an insightful Marriage Seminar for married and engaged couples,
which will highlight:

Understanding marriage as a biblical covenant, not merely a contract
Identifying God’s roles and expectations for husbands and wives
Learning practical, Scripture-based tools for communication, conflict
resolution, and spiritual unity, and
Applying biblical principles to strengthen intimacy, trust, and longevity in
marriage.

      This event will feature inspiring keynote speakers and interactive
workshops. Lunch and refreshments will be provided.

Sunday, August 9, 2026 - 10:00am
Sandman Signature Mississauga Hotel

5400 Dixie Road, Mississauga, ON

REGISTRATION DETAILS TO COME!
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CGI Toronto Congregation
invites you to join us at our

Saturday June 13, 2026 
at Trinity Presbyterian Church

2737 Bayview Ave., North York, ON

Be sure to bring along your family members and
friends. Join us for Sabbath Service followed by an
informative Health Fair presentation on ‘Diabetes’ and
enjoy some healthy refreshments and *Swap.

*Swap - bring household/apparel items to give away for FREE!
(Please drop your swap items off in the gym before service)
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CGIC Online Ministry Education Initiative 

CGIC has commenced the Online Ministry Education Initiative. 

The Program consists of 4 Modules:
Module 1: Biblical Hermeneutics (completed in March)
Module 2: Homiletics (Preaching & Teaching) (completed in May)
Module 3: Church Administration and Leadership
Module 4: Pastoral Counseling and Care

Duration: 4–8 weeks total (depending on pacing.)

Delivery Mode: Online (Live or Hybrid)

Weekly Time Commitment per Module: 4 hours
2 hours Lecture
2 hours Tutorial / Practical Application

Target Audience: Emerging pastors, Speakers, emerging speakers,
Deacons, church leaders, ministry interns.

Program Completion: 
Assessment based on participation, practical exercises, short
assignments.

A Certificate of Completion will be issued upon successful
participation in all modules.

(continued on the next page)



To REGISTER, click this link training@cgicanada.org and
send your Name & Telephone # via email. 
 For more information Tel#: 226-289-2100

Module 3: Church Administration & Leadership

Objective: Provide practical skills for effective church governance
and organizational leadership.

Sunday June 21, 2026 @ 6pm - Lecture (1 ½ Hours):
Biblical foundations of church leadership
Church governance models
Roles and responsibilities of pastors and boards
Strategic planning and vision casting
Financial stewardship and basic budgeting
Legal and ethical considerations (policies, compliance, accountability)

Sunday June 28, 2026 @ 6pm - Tutorial / Workshop (1 ½ Hours):
Case studies in church administration
Creating a basic ministry plan or calendar
Budgeting and resource allocation exercise
Leadership problem-solving scenarios

Learning Outcome: Students will understand core administrative
responsibilities and apply leadership principles within a church
context.

17

CGIC Online Ministry Education Initiative 

THE NEXT MODULE WILL BE STARTING SOON! 
DON’T WAIT - REGISTER TODAY!!

mailto:training@cgicanada.org
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May Campaign Report for Toronto

Is God Still Relevant? This was the theme for the CGI Toronto campaign for the first four
Sabbaths in May. The series was designed to explore some of the big questions
surrounding our Christian faith. We opened the series with the question of the gospel
itself. Kenroy Allen gave a very compelling presentation entitled, "What Is the True
Gospel?" He presented the gospel as not merely a religious concept but the "Good News"
of a coming literal Kingdom; a divine government that will replace the flawed systems of
this world with eternal peace and righteousness. We were reminded that God desires a
relationship, not just a ritual, and that through Jesus Christ, we are invited to be
reconciled to Him.

The second session was presented by Horane Smith, entitled, "Do We Still Need the Old
Testament?" We learned that the Old Testament isn't just about a "harsh God" but
provides the essential historical and prophetic framework for understanding Jesus Christ.
From the "first gospel" in Genesis to the fulfillment of over 300 prophecies, we saw how
God’s plan for redemption has always been one continuous story. By understanding the
Torah as divine instruction rather than a burden, we can more fully appreciate the grace
and truth revealed through our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

The third session, presented by Courtney Edwards, tackled the question, "Why Do We
Need God and the Church? He presented God as the foundation of our existence, and the
source of morality and hope. We were reminded that the Church is not a building, but a
living body of called-out ones designed for mutual support. "Iron sharpens iron." Staying
connected to the body of Christ is vital for our spiritual growth and accountability.

In the fourth and final session of the series, Courtney Scarlett addressed the difficult
question: "Why Do Bad Things Happen to Good People?" Drawing from the life of Joseph
and the powerful metaphor of a diamond forming under pressure, we were reminded that
we live in a broken world, but our God is never distant. Whether we're in the "pit" or the
"prison" phase of our journey, God is using the heat of our current trial to forge an
indestructible character within us.                                                    (continued on the next page)

https://gospel.cgitoronto.org/
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Each of the presentations were preceded by a lively song service consisting of hymns,
spiritual songs, and special music items. And each message was followed by an engaging
Q&A session that provided the brethren and guests the opportunity to dive deeper into
the topics. Afterwards, we gathered together for fellowship and refreshments in the
North Hall. 

The series attracted a number of first-time visitors, as well as returning visitors, including
a couple who had previously been in fellowship with the congregation over 30 years ago!
The highest attendance came at the start of the campaign, with a slow decline towards
the last session, which is a typical trend for these types of events.

This was the first time our congregation had ever participated in a multi-week campaign
initiative. I believe the experience helped to strengthen our commitment individually and
collectively as the body of Christ to share our faith with the broader community, and to
recognize the opportunity we have to be a light in a very deceived and sin-sick world. 

We're definitely thankful for the privilege God has given us to minister to those outside of
the church and to plant seeds of hope and encouragement for their spiritual journeys.
Our hope is that we were able to demonstrate that God is indeed still relevant, even in
our highly modernized society.

Behind the scenes, our local evangelism team worked really hard in putting this event
together to produce a highly positive outcome. Many thanks to Steve Agnew and his crew
for the long hours of planning and preparation. Thanks to all of the CGI Toronto brethren
for their active participation and enthusiasm in working together in unity. 

Our next phase will be to analyze the results of our efforts to determine areas of
improvement for the future, while we work to nurture the spiritual growth of our guests
through email follow-up and encouragement. 

May God bless our efforts to proclaim the good news of His kingdom to a world that so
desperately needs it.

Stephanie Chin

Enjoy some photos taken throughout this event on the next few pages...                               Ω
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Pics of May 2  Campaign in Torontond
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Pics of May 9  Campaign in Torontoth
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Pics of May 16  Campaign in Torontoth
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Pics of May 23  Campaign in Torontord
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May Campaign Report for London

Evangelism Report: "Rediscovering Truth" Campaign Concludes.

Our four-week "Rediscovering Truth" series concluded this past Saturday. It was a blessed
effort. Week after week, we had great fellowship with our brethren and welcomed guests.

Rick Dubler opened the series on May 9 with a stirring examination of God's love, setting
the tone for honest, searching conversation. Guests were very appreciative of the
message.

Heinrich Peters took the pulpit on May 9 with a very strong call to repentance,  guiding us
through the path back to God and demonstrating how he found hope in the process of
repentance. Many were moved by this inspiring message. One person remarked how
amazing it was to experience true repentance.

Bernard Wilson continued the momentum on May 23 with “Why Don’t We Keep the
Traditional Christian Holidays?” The depth of engagement was inspiring. Guests seemed
not merely to be listening; they were contemplating, questioning, and digesting what they
heard.

Horane Smith brought the series to a close on Saturday, May 30, with "Why Do We Keep
God's Holy Days?" Brethren and guests were very appreciative of the presentation. Hearts
were strengthened, and faith increased after hearing of God’s awesome plan of salvation.

Across four Saturdays, we witnessed seeds planted, walls lowered, and truth rediscovered.
We are thankful for everyone who prayed, invited a friend, or simply showed up with an
open heart. This campaign reminded us that when we create space for honest questions,
God provides the answers.

Bernard Wilson                                                                                                                                                 Ω

https://rediscoveringtruth.cgilondon.org/


 

 

By Janet & Herb Jacobs

JACOBS 26:06
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Mother-in-Law’s Day?
It was closing in on the end of April and the
advertising for Mother’s Day was
everywhere! Typically, I will find or make a
card for my beautiful wife Janet. I recalled
seeing an old handwritten card from a few
decades ago and thought about re-purposing
this – all I had to do was add a note and my
card search and duty was complete. (The
Hallmark Family did not like us very much)!

successful and the front of the card said, “A
Mother’s Day prayer that God will keep you
in His Care”.
Perfect, I thought - however, glued inside the
card was a hand-written note, by my father,
dated Sunday, October 28, 1979, and
“Mother-in-law’s Day”. Of course, it had the
“keep” written on the card, so it is still with
us.  Apparently, this man-made  holiday  falls 

card with lots of bling, along with the
extravagant colour coated envelope. (This
should help the Hallmark company to
continue).

Maybe one day, when times get difficult - up
front and centre - we will see advertising and
greeting cards for each of our 7 Holy Days.

Blessings until next time,
Janet & Herb

I searched through
the old 5 drawer
Dusty Bible cabinet
(the one that
contains Bibles,
Hymnals, cards,
postcards, old
letters, notes,
pamphlets, etc.
My search was 

on the fourth Sunday in October – new one for
me!

The note
explains
the love,

so
please

“read”, I
could
not do

any
better.
By the
way, I

did get
Janet a
nice -3D
pull out 
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Doug and Judy Coish have recently marked a significant milestone
celebrating their 40th wedding anniversary. 

Doug, born in 1957, has been an integral part of the church community
for 58 years. Judy, born in 1956, has been a devoted member of the
church for 41 years. 

Doug and Judy both dedicate their time to the Kitchener congregation
helping with a wide range of activities. Their work with the church is
sincerely appreciated. 

Together they share two daughters, Becky and Shelly and two beautiful
grandsons, Zayn and Leo. Doug and Judy value their time with family
and enjoy various leisure activities, including gardening, cycling, golf,
and travel. 
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Join us as we welcome Edgar Lewin
and Natalie Thomas into the body of
Christ. Edgar and Natalie were baptized
on May 8, 2026 by Elders Ken Allen and
Horane Smith.

 And The Angels
     Rejoiced!
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We were honoured to have guest speaker Wynn Skelton speak in Kitchener
on Saturday, May 23. His inspiring sermon on the New Jerusalem left us
encouraged and looking forward to the wonderful promises God has
prepared for His people. After the sermon, we enjoyed a delicious, potluck
and wonderful fellowship together, making the day even more special. 

Submitted by Yanya Reiner

Kitchener congregation welcomes Wynn Skelton 
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Pics from Feast of Weeks/Pentecost Service in Puslinch
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More pics from Feast of Weeks/Pentecost Service in Puslinch
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CGI Toronto - Youth Fun EveningCGI Toronto - Youth Fun Evening  
Following Sabbath Service on April 25th, the CGI Toronto congregation youth enjoyed an evening of fun.
After some tasty refreshments, they enjoyed activities which included painting, group challenges and
guessing games, bottle flip, musical chairs and karaoke. A fun time was had by all! 



June Sabbath Service

Toronto
June 6 - Dwight Chin
June 13 - Horane Smith
June 20 - Courtney Edwards
June 27 - Bernard Wilson

Kitchener
June 6 - Rick Dubler
June 13 - Bernard Wilson
June 20 - Kenroy Allen
June 27 - Adam Dubler 

Burlington
June 6 - Jan Kowalczyk
June 13 - Adrian Davis
June 20 - Adrian Davis
June 27 - Jan Kowalczyk

London
June 6 - Bernard Wilson
June 13 - Rick Dubler
June 20 - Horane Smith
June 27 - Heinrich Peters

Kawartha Lakes
June 6 - Horane Smith
June 13 - Taped Sermon
June 20 - Stephan Willshaw
June 27 - Jim French

Ottawa
June 6 - Jim French
June 13 - David Townson
June 20 - Jim French
June 27 - Taped Sermon

Oshawa
June 6 - Taped Sermon
June 13 - Jim French
June 20 - Taped Sermon
June 27 - Larry Arnburg

For more info - see the Congregation websites
@ Cgicanada.org
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https://cgicanada.org/


Follow our Outreach Tools
Click to launch!

33FOLLOW US ON:

+844-944-CGIC (2442) 

info1@cgicanada.org

P.O. Box 20053 - RPO Edward, St.
Thomas, ON N5P 4H4

https://rumble.com/cgiburlington
https://lineuponline.thinkific.com/
https://www.cgi.org/truth-unveiled?sapurl=LytxNWdtL2xiL21zLytna3Q2dmJnP2JyYW5kaW5nPXRydWUmZW1iZWQ9dHJ1ZSZyZWNlbnRSb3V0ZT1hcHAud2ViLWFwcC5saWJyYXJ5Lm1lZGlhLXNlcmllcyZyZWNlbnRSb3V0ZVNsdWc9JTJCZ2t0NnZiZw==
https://www.cgi.org/prove-all-things
https://www.cgi.org/the-rooted-word
https://cgicanada.org/
https://www.facebook.com/cogcanada/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClly3vxPzTo-JKy1h_eAJ3g
https://www.instagram.com/cgicanada/
https://cgicanada.org/

